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now surrounded her, stooped to an intrigue with her husband's armour-bearer, Vellocatus. In 69 A.D. she openly married this man, and elevated him to the throne. Her audacity raised a storm. Venutius, to whose naturally warlike spirit and hatred of the Roman name a more personal stimulus was now applied by the adultery of his queen, stirred up the Britons to revolt; and the defection of the Brigantes placed Cartimandua in extreme peril. She called in the Eomans, who, after a series of battles, succeeded in effecting her rescue, although they were obliged to leave Venutius in possession of the throne.6 It was not until 71 A.D. that the settlement of the Batavian revolt allowed the legate Petilius Cerealis7 to give his attention to British affairs. He attacked the capital of the Brigantes, and reduced a great part of the district. In 74 A,B. he quitted Britain, leaving behind him a procurator vice prcesidis, but, as his successors Sex. Julius Frontinus and Agricola afterwards found, without having settled the country. Nothing is heard of Cartimandua after her rescue by the Eomans. Tacitus makes the Caledonian Calgacus in 84 A,D allude to the exploits of a female leader of the Brigantes; but there seems little doubt that he means Boadicea, and that the name Brigantes is due to a slip of the historian's pen.8
The date of the deposit is fixed at a few years subsequent to 73 A.D. by the fact that the four coins of Vespasian are only slightly worn, although they have suffered considerably from corrosion. The British coins are in fresh condition, and cannot have been in circulation very long. The hoard was, therefore, probably hidden during
* Tac. Hist. m. 45.
7  Tac. Agric. 17.
8  Tac. Agric. 31, and the commentators on the passage.